 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Tampon Lady who Lives in the Barrel

(Musings of Two Middle-Aged Women)
by Nancy Hess Hummer
The search is on...witnesses, all women in their early 40's, report fleeting glimpses of a curious subject, described by one witness: “Suddenly, this lily white phantom like being appeared off in the distance. She had long blond hair, was wearing flowing white from head to toe, and dancing along the edges the shore.”  

Although many report similar sightings, none can positively identify the woman. Her disturbing appearances lead many to insist she is a real person. “She is right there before your eyes, lit by beauty and grace,” said one witness dreamily; “I swear she is real, but I fear she may be a figment of my imagination!” 

Descriptions vary, but women believe they are witnessing the same woman. She appears in the distance, like a mirage, and she sometimes approaches, as if to beckon, only to fade away before getting close enough to touch.  A witness described her as “the closest I have ever been to the lady you see on those commercials about feminine products; you know, the one who lives in perpetual youth, and has the perfect life with the home from Architectural Digest up on the cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean.”  This connection has led woman to dub her the “Tampon Lady.”
Although the frenzy of sightings has roused government interest, sources at the Pentagon and NSA say her actual existence is unlikely. Nonetheless, investigators for national security speculate the Tampon Lady may well be an accomplice of the Hairy Beast, a long eluded suspect in a series of reported rampages that leave victims physically unharmed, but apparently feeling ugly, depressed and full of despair. “This is not your usual profile of a criminal,” reports the investigator.  “She appears oversized with matted looking hair, big boots, an almost Hulk-like appearance. Victims glimpse her lurking about and don’t know whether to fear her or feel sorry for her.”
“Our interest in the case is purely speculative,” says the lead investigator Harry Tutu, “but we are looking into a possible conspiracy linked to nuclear weapons sales overseas and believe the so-called Tampon Lady may be a lead operative in garnering access to our secret weapons sites. Our special forces have been stationed near places where there have been reported sightings in what we now call ‘Operation Mermaid.’ We think the Beast is an undercover terrorist who is developing secret cells in caves along the coast.”

But other investigators wonder whether to take reports seriously. One investigator, unwilling to give his name, said bluntly, “It is highly unusual to have witnesses that represent such a clear subset of the population. It is hard to confirm the existence of either the Tampon Lady or the Hairy Beast, when all we have are sketchy reports from middle aged women. Something is fishy here.” 

Recently, witnesses to the Tampon Lady and Beast have joined together for support and to investigate their shared experiences. After days behind closed doors, they have emerged in a show of solidarity and have issued a statement that supports a strange shift in the direction the investigation. 

In their statement, they declare they will refuse to give any further reports to government officials, stating, “We believe the government has no real concern for us and we will not cooperate with a sham investigation designed to support a military agenda.”

They specified their accusations against the government, “We do not believe the Tampon Lady is involved with secret weapons exchange, and in fact, the only conspiracy here is the government’s over zealous attack on an innocent woman who is a victim. Our interest, from the beginning, has been to confirm the existence of this woman. We mean her no harm. Furthermore, we are concerned for her safety in light of the beast-at-large.”

In what is the most surprising outcome of this case, the group for the first time places the Tampon Lady in direct relationship with the Beast.  “We think it is highly possible that the Tampon Lady is imprisoned in a barrel by the Beast. She is one victim. We believe there are many more.” When questioned how they know she is kept inside a barrel, the group seemed to evade direct questions, but one member finally spoke up and said, “Those of us who have encountered the Tampon Lady, know that the Beast leaves a barrel in the corner of a room in our house. She bids us to go inside of it. How terrifying! But of course, we don’t touch it, we don’t go near it. We pretend it is not there. It is the only way we can deal with this fear.”

When asked to speculate if the Tampon Lady might actually be an accomplice of the Beast, the group was visibly shaken. “We have no evidence and at this time have no interest in examining that possibility.”

The group intends to continue meeting for support. The government denies allegations of using this investigation to support military interests. As this case continues to unfold, military leaders discuss the possibility of bringing in forensic psychologists to assist with profiling the elusive terrorists. The victims group, who now call themselves FTL, for “Free the Tampon Lady” will be petitioning the Vatican to certify the visions of their patron Saint.

